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One of the pyramids in the Maudlins Cemetery on the Dublin Road
out of Naas. PICTURE: NAAS LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

Information sought
about ‘py r a m i d s’ in
old Naas cemetery
A charitable trust is seeking
information on two unique
burial ‘py ra m id s’ in a
Church of Ireland cemetery
in Naas.

The Follies Trust, based in
Co Armagh, said it intends to
conserve the two ‘py ra m id
m au s o l ea’ at Maudlins
Cemetery which are
associated with the De Burgh
f a m i l ie s .

According to the Trust,
nowhere in Ireland or the UK
are there two structures of
this kind in such close
p rox i m i ty.

The Trust was established
to conserve, preserve, restore
and protect follies
throughout the island of
Ireland which are of
particular beauty or historic,
environmental, architectural
or industrial significance.

The Trust added: “B e fo re

embarking on this project,
the Trust is keen to know of
and hear from any
descendants or members of
the families who erected
these important mausolea
who have not already been in
touch with the Trust — b oth
to inform them of the Trust’s
proposals and equally
important, to learn of
whatever further
information about the
members of the families
commemorated on the
mausolea that the Trust may
not be aware of or has been
unable to glean from other
sources. ”

People with information
are are asked to write to: The
Chairman, The Follies Trust,
146 Marlacoo Road,
Portadown, Co Armagh. BT62
3 T D.

By definition, a folly is a
costly ornamental building
with no practical purpose,
especially a tower or

mock-Gothic ruin built in a
large garden or park.

According to information
published by the Naas Local
History Group, one pyramid
was erected in memory of the
wife of Walter Hussey Burg,
grandson of the famous 18th
century patriot and MP of the
same name, whose seat was at
Donore House, Caragh.

There are also vaults and
enclosures containing the
remains of many local titled
families suchas the Earls of
Mayo, the Earls of Clonmel,
the deBurgs of Oldtown and
the De Robecks of Gowran
G ra n ge.

One resident of the
graveyard is the famous map
maker Lieutenant Alexander
Tayl o r.

It is ironic that when he
produced his well known
Map of Kildare in 1783, the
land was referred to by him as
a burial ground.

He was buried there

himself in 1828.
Meanwhile a lecture

organised by the Follies Trust
will be held in St David’s
Church, Naas on Thursday,
January 30 with a reception

at 7.30pm and the lecture due
to start at 8pm.

Expert Andrew Tierney
will give a lecture on
pyramids and follies in
Central Leinster.

Senan Hogan
new s@leinsterleader.ie

C o m mu n i ty
job numbers
fall — CS O
Numbers on the Live
Register in the four Mid East
region counties, including,
Kildare continued to drop in
the year to December 2019,
new figures from the Central
Statistics Office (CSO)
s h ow.

The overall numbers
dropped 8.5% or by 2,232 to
24,172 for all ages. There was
an 8.9% fall for the State as a
whole to 181,966, with 17,673
people dropping off the
R eg i s te r.

Figures also indicate a
drop in numbers of those on
community employment
i n i t i at ive s .

The largest single
grouping was “craft and
re l ate d ” which comprised
17% of the total.

The CSO also said there
were 21,279 people on CES
schemes, 6,909 people on
SOLAS (FAS) full time
training for unemployed
people and 10,100 people
(12,271 in November 2018) on
back to education courses.

There were 5,729 on TUS
community workplace
initiatives, down from 6,579 a
year earlier.
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